Mountview Dance School Ltd. Newsletter Spring 2020

Dear Parents
Happy new year to you all and thank you very much for the very kind Christmas wishes, cards and gifts which were most appreciated. I hope you have all had a lovely break and wish you all the best for 2020.
I am delighted to share the good news that the ISTD Cecchetti ballet examination results have arrived. We achieved a 100% pass rate, once again, with 33 Distinctions, 28 Merits and 4 Passes. I am very proud of all the students and thank you, the parents too, for supporting them and getting them to class each week. A special mention must go to my Pre-Primary class students who were all awarded Distinction and congratulations to Phoebe, especially, in this class, who achieved the highest marks of the entire session – a whopping 94%! The examiners also commented as to how pleasing it was to see 4 boys entered for examinations; well done to Max, Otto, Sebastian and Andrew who achieved fabulous marks.

I am also thrilled to share the news that Sofia, Phoebe and Mica have successfully auditioned to join the Young Cecchetti Associates Ballet scheme and will be attending the Rambert School of Ballet and Contemporary Dance in Twickenham for extra, weekend classes – what an honour and privilege for them. Good luck girls and I hope you enjoy this experience! If your child is interested in doing more ballet, then do please consider encouraging them to audition for the Cecchetti Associates/Scholars programme. Weekend classes take place in London and are very useful, helping support the syllabus lessons delivered here. It’s a nice way to meet and mix with other interested dancers. You may also wish to consider the Cecchetti Children’s Summer School, held annually at Tring Park Performing Arts School. A number of students have attended this residential course over the years and have thoroughly enjoyed the experience. Please talk to me if your child would be interested in any of the above.  

Staff news: I have enjoyed examining throughout the UK and overseas in the last year and have been lucky enough to travel to Oslo, Bremen and Malta to examine students. It is valuable continuous professional development for me and helps keep the standards high at Mountview Dance School! Another very special treat was to examine the vocational students at Tring Park School for the Performing Arts last month; the year 11 Intermediate level boys and girls were just superb and I left, feeling very inspired! 

The timetable for 2020 is as follows:

	Monday
	
	Saturday
	

	4.00pm
	ISTD Grade 1 Cecchetti ballet
	8.45am
	ISTD Standard 1 Cecchetti ballet

	4.45pm
	ISTD Grade 2 Cecchetti ballet
	9.30am
	ISTD Grade 3 Cecchetti ballet 

	5.45pm
	ISTD Standard 5 Cecchetti ballet
	10.30am
	Pre-school ballet, 3-4 years

	6.45pm
	Senior Certificate 2 Cecchetti ballet
	11.00am
	ISTD Pre-Primary ballet, 4-5 years

	8pm
	End
	11.30am
	ISTD Primary ballet, 5-6 years

	
	
	12.15pm
	End


Arrangements for 2020/21: I have been giving some thought to the timings of the academic year and when ballet examinations take place. Traditionally, I have held exams at the end of the autumn term, but I am going to trial something a little different for this coming year and have decided to delay having an exam session until the end of the spring term, 2021. I have decided this for a number of reasons.; the autumn term is an incredibly busy term for the Cecchetti Society and examiner availability is often lower at this time of year ( my Monday students are aware that I was not able to secure the initial date that I had requested for their exams in November, which meant there was considerable extra worry regarding securing another date that was suitable for an examiner, pianist and pupils. Extra paperwork was involved, liaising with the hall and it’s availability, as well as factoring in my own availability around existing examining commitments all added to the logistical problems!) I am also concerned about the disruption to the classes in November with the annual Scouts Christmas Fayre, which takes place – it means that I can never hold classes on this date in November, which isn’t ideal when exams are fast approaching and I am also conscious about the pressures on pupils and families with all the Christmas events and commitments that take place in this term and the amount of illness (both pupils and staff) at this time of year, all factors to consider. I am hoping that taking an examination in March may feel better for all, for the reasons outlined above, but would be interested to hear your feedback and thoughts on this?     With all good wishes for 2020,
